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COMMERCIAL VEGETABLE DEFINITION 


Agricultural Adjustment Administration Proposes 
to Exclude Tomatoes for Canning 


A change is being proposed in the 1939 agricultural con- 
servation program's definition of “commercial vegetables,” 
to permit the exclusion of tomatoes for canning. This change 
would place tomatoes for canning in the same classification 
as peas for canning and sweet corn for canning, which are 
excluded from the definition of commercial vegetables, and 
thus would remove tomatoes for canning from commercial 
vegetable acreage allotment limitations. 


The Agricultural Adjustment Administration has wired to 
each State committee chairman advising them of this pro- 
posed change. It is optional, however, with State and county 
committees as to whether or not to adopt this change in in- 
dividual counties. In certain counties, commercial vegetable 
acreage allotments have already been completed for 1939 
without objection on the part of growers and canners, and in 
such counties the allotments made are permitted to stand 
without reference to the change that is authorized. Michigan 
counties in which allotments have been completed, for in- 
stance, will probably make no change, with the exception of 
Berrien County. 


If local committees do not adopt the change in definition 
of commercial vegetables, the commercial vegetable acreage 
allotment for 1939 will include tomatoes for canning. Under 
the regulations, farmers who are cooperating in the conserva- 
tion program but who exceed their commercial vegetable 
acreage allotment may be penalized by having deducted from 
benefit payments to which they would otherwise be eligible, 
$20 per acre for each acre of commercial vegetables in excess 
of their allotted acreage. 


Following is a summary of the 1939 conservation program 
as it affects commercial vegetables, before the change now 
proposed relative to tomatoes for canning, as noted in the 
Ivvormation Letrer of December 3, 1938: 


Under the progiam, acreage allotments for commercial 
vegetables, including all canning crops except sweet corn and 
peas for canning, would be established in designated areas 
for each farm growing commercial vegetables in 1936 and 
1937, Farms having a history of three acres or less planted 
to commercial vegetables were to be excluded from allot- 
ments, 


his meant that in designated areas, acreage allotments 
would be established for all commercial vegetables, except 
peas and sweet corn for canning. Acreages of commercial 
vexetables, such as green and wax beans, ete., might not 
exceed the allotment established for the farm on which they 
were grown, if the farmer intended to cooperate in the farm 
program, which is an entirely voluntary program. If farmers 
did exeeed their individual commercial vegetable acreage 
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allotment, a penalty of $20 per acre would be assessed against 
the benefit payments due the farmer. The penalty would not, 
of course, exceed the total payment due. 


No national allotment for commercial vegetables was con- 
templated under the 1939 program. 

If local committees do not adopt the change in definition 
of commercial vegetables, relative to tomatoes for canning, 
commercial vegetable acreage allotments under the 1939 con- 
servation program will include tomatoes for canning. 


Bill Proposed To Ensure Payments To Growers 


A bill to ensure that canners meet their obligations to 
growers of canning crops has been introduced in the Wis- 
consin legislature by State Senator James M. Peters. It pro- 
vides that renewal of annual licenses to operate canneries 
shall be conditioned on the canner satisfying the State De- 
partment of Markets of his financial responsibility to meet 
obligations to growers. 


The text of the proposed amendment to the present cannery 
licensing statute follows: 


“(a) Application for license to operate a can of farm 
roduce, or for renewal of such license, shall be filed with the 
partment on or before the first day of March for the license 
year beginning on the first day of April next following. 
Such license shall expire on the thirty-first day of March next 
following the date of issue and may be renewed, without in- 
spection of the premises, upon the payment of twenty-five 
dollars to the Department, subject to the provisions of para- 
graph (b) of this subsection. 


(b) No permit or license to operate a cannery of farm 
produce shall be issued or granted unless the applicant shall 
satisfy the Department of his financial responsibility to meet 
obligations to growers. No such license shall be renewed 
unless the licensee shall certify that all growers who have 
supplied farm produce to the licensee have been paid there- 
for in full. Growers shall not be deemed to have been paid 
in full unless they shall have been paid in cash the fair mar- 
ket value of the produce. Provided, however, that the De- 
pe may renew the license of a licensee whose growers 

ave not been paid in full, if the licensee shall post with the 
Department a surety bond, in such form and amount as the 
Department may prescribe, conditioned upon payment in full 
to such growers within such length of time as the Department 
shall determine to be reasonable. The Department may de- 
termine an applicant to be a successor to a licensee if a 
substantial portion of the ownership, management, or con- 
trol of the applicant's business is vested in the same person 
or persons who owned, managed or controlled a substantial 
portion of the business of such licensee. No permit or license 
to operate a cannery of farm produce shall be issued or 
granted to such successor except upon the conditions that 
a be applicable to the renewal of the predecessor's 
icense. 
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CAN SIZE BILL INTRODUCED 


Fourteen Standard Containers Specified for Use in 
Canning Fruits, Vegetables, and Milk 


Standards of dimension and capacity for metal containers 
for canned fruits and fruit products, canned vegetables and 
vegetable products, and canned milk would be fixed by a bill 
(H. R. 4402) introduced on February 22 by Chairman Somers 
of the House Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 
By the terms of the bill, cans would be limited in size to nine 
cylindrical and two rectilinear sanitary type cans for fruits 
and vegetables, and three cylindrical vent-hole type cans for 
milk. The Secretary of Agriculture would be authorized to 
approve other sizes under certain conditions. The bill does 
not contain provisions fixing can sizes for meat or fish 
products. 

Following are the can sizes which would be permissible 
under the terms of the bill: 


Milk, cylindrical: 
208x208 


e 


ss 
= 


The provision delegating to the Secretary of Agriculture 
power to approve can sizes, other than those specified in the 
bill, reads as follows: 

“The Secretary of Agriculture may approve from time to 
time containers of sizes and capacities other than those 
mentioned in this Act for commodities which by reason of 
inherent characteristics cannot be properly packed in con- 
tainers of the sizes prescribed herein: Provided, That he 
first determine whether such additional sizes are necessary 
to facilitate the marketing of canned fruits and vegetables, 
and that such additional sizes will not be deceptive in ap- 

arance to the consumer. No container shall be approved 

y the Secretary of Agriculture that is so constructed that 
the bottoms or tops are raised or lowered more than neces- 
sary to effect proper closure.” 

Authority would be given the Secretary of Agriculture to 
promulgate regulations prescribing such tolerances as he 
may find necessary in order to allow reasonable variations in 
dimensions and capacities incident to commercial manu- 
facture. 

With the exception of cans manufactured for export, it 
would be unlawful to manufacture. to offer for sale, to sell, 
to offer for shipment, or to ship filled or unfilled metal con- 
tainers for canned fruits, vegetables, and milk that are not 
of the standard dimensions and capacities prescribed in the 
proposed law. Persons convicted of violating the Act would 
be fined $500, and unlawful containers, whether filled or 
unfilled, would be subject to seizure for confiscation by a 
process of libel for condemnation. However, the person en- 


titled to the canned product would be permitted, upon re- 
quest, to retain the contents of seized containers. 

The bill would also prohibit the importation of either filled 
or unfilled cans which do not meet its requirements. 

It is further provided in the bill that no person shall be 
prosecuted when he can establish a guaranty signed by the 
manufacturer, wholesaler, shipper, or other party from whom 
the containers were purchased to the effect that the cans 
comply with the provisions of the Act and the regulations 
issued thereunder. 


Indictment under Wage-Hour Law 


The first indictment under the Fair Labor Standards Act 
was returned in Boston on February 23 charging willful viola- 
tion of the prohibitions of the law against record falsification 
and payment of wages less than the minimum of 25 cents an 
hour. Persons who willfully violate the law may be subject 
to a fine of not more than $10,000 or to imprisonment not to 
exceed 6 months. 

The Boston case is one of a number that have been referred 
to the Department of Justice for investigation. Up to this 
time the Wage and Hour Division has instituted injunction 
proceedings to restrain persons in violation of the Act. 


CAROTHERS TO DIRECT STUDIES 


Economic Research Program Will be Started with 
Survey of Industry’s Financing 


Dr. Neil Carothers, dean of the School of Business Ad- 
ministration of Lehigh University, will direct the studies of 
financing and distribution included in the economic re- 
search program approved by the Association at the annual 
convention in Chicago. With Dr. Carothers’ acceptance of 
the Association's invitation to head this phase of the research 
program, work will be started immediately on plans for or- 
ganization of the necessary surveys and personnel. 

The program, as recommended by the Association's Com- 
mittee on Economic Research and approved at the annual 
convention, provided that certain phases of the work be 
undertaken by an independent economist and others by the 
Association's Division of Statistics. It was recommended 
that the first studies by the independent economist be on 
the subject of financing and that, if feasible, work also be 
undertaken on some phases of distribution. 

The report of the Economic Research Committee con- 
templated that in the work conducted by the independent 
research agency, use should be made, so far as practicable, 
of the data already assembled by the Association and of the 
Association's facilities for collecting additional information. 
It is proposed that in carrying out the research program 
all of the activities, whether conducted by the Association 
or an outside agency, be completely coordinated. 

The purpose of the work, and the part that individual 
canners will play in it, was well summarized by the chair- 
man of the Economic Research Committee in his report, 
when he stated: 

“The Committee proposes its program as a means of de- 
veloping a fund of authentic facts about the industry and 
its operations as a whole, which would serve as a basis upon 
which the individual canner may build his own production 


5744 
; Sise Capacity Trade designation 
Ounces 
Fruits and vegetables, cylindrical; 
No. 1 picnic 
Rectilinear; 
eons 


INFORMATION LETTER 


5745 


and merchandising plans. The program as conceived by the 
Committee is not designed to find a substitute for individual 
planning, or for individual initiative. It does not aim to 
develop merchandising schemes and formulas. Instead, the 
whole thought is to develop the information that will ensure 
more intelligent production and merchandising methods, 
and along with them, sounder relations with agriculture, 
with related industries and trades, with bankers, and with 
the government. 

“And, finally, may I emphasize what is the most important 
fact with respect to the entire program, which is sim y this: 
A research program of the character pean hon y the 
Committee can be successfully carried out only if the in- 
dividual members of the canning industry are willing to do 
their part, that is, to supply the facts which make up the 
material for study. Each one of you will be asked, at one 
time or another, upon one subject or another, to supply in- 
formation essential to getting a complete industry picture. 
The Committee has projected this program in the belief that 
you will cooperate.” 


AGRICULTURAL LABOR 


Defined in Bill Introduced With Endorsement by 
Farm Organizations 


Legislation endorsed by the National Cooperative Council, 
National Cooperative Milk Producers Federation, American 
Farm Bureau Federation, National Grange, Agricultural 
Producers Labor Committee, and others, to define the term 
“any individual employed as an agricultural laborer” in the 
National Labor Relations Act, has been introduced by 
Senator Logan of Kentucky and by Representatives Allen of 
Illinois and Lea of California. 


The National Labor Relations Act provides that it shall 
not apply to individuals employed as agricultural laborers. 
The Act, however, contains no definition of that term. In ad- 
ministering the Act the National Labor Relations Board has 
held that packing house employees are not agricultural labor 
but the Board has never issued a regulation defining agri- 
cultural labor. 


The definition proposed in the three bills that have been 
introduced (S, 1550, H. R. 4376, H. R. 4400) incorporates a 
long list of specific occupations, including canning, in the 
processing field along with all types of farm work. The pro- 
posed exemption, as applied to canning, reads as follows: 


“The term ‘any individual employed as an agricultural 
laborer’ * * * shall also include any person engaged as 
an employee in connection with or incidental to the (1) clean- 
ing, or otherwise preparing in their raw or natural state, pre- 
cooling, freezing, drying, grading, packing, canning for 
market from their raw or natural state, of fresh fruits and 
vegetables; * * when any of such operations are per- 
formed within the general territory in any region of the 
United States where the farming district or districts are 
located from which such commodity is produced and within 
or in close proximity to any such farming district; or at 
«uch place in the general territory in proximity to such farm- 
ing district, where such commodity is produced (but outside 
of the twenty-two leading centers of distribution as listed 
hy the United States Department of Agriculture except as 
to the purchase and sale of livestock), as is necessary to ob- 
tain reasonably available and adequate transportation, water, 
power, or other operating facilities; and such operations are 
performed on products produced from any farming district 
within the same general territory.” 


Congress Summary 


Congressional action of interest to canners during the last 
week was the introduction of a new can size bill and bills to 
define agricultural labor in the National Labor Relations Act, 
which are noted elsewhere in the Letter. The House passed 
the navy supply bill on Thursday and earlier in the week 
passed a bill extending the lending powers of the Reconstruc- 
tion Finance Corporation. Bills were passed by both the 
House and the Senate extending the Commodity Credit Cor- 
poration, and the Export-Import Bank. 

Water pollution legislation moved toward enactment during 
the week with the Senate Committee on Commerce reporting 
the Barkley bill and the House Committee on Rivers and 
Harbors setting March 3 as the date for public hearings on a 
number of similar and companion bills. 

Clerks, bookkeepers, stenographers, and other office kelp 
regularly employed on a straight salary basis and given vaca- 
tions with pay would be exempt from the wage and hour limi- 
tations of the Fair Labor Standards Act under a bill intro- 
duced by Representative Cox of Georgia. 

The sum of $15,000 would be appropriated for the develop- 
ment of a disease and insect-resistant breed of onions, and 
$10,000 for the use of the Secretary of Agriculture in investi- 
gating and developing a factual bases for the issuance of 
insurance to onion growers against loss of onion crops by hail, 
under a bill introduced by Representative Gilchrist of Iowa. 

Legislation was enacted at the last session of Congress 
which placed hops under the order sections of the Marketing 
Agreements Act. Senator McNary, who sponsored this legis- 
lation, has now introduced a bill which would further amend 
the Act by requiring orders issued by the Secretary to con- 
tain terms and conditions for the equitable apportionment 
among producers each year of the total quantity of hops pur- 
chased or handled. Representative Pierce of Oregon has in- 
troduced a companion bill in the House. 


Hours Exceptions Under Union Contracts 


Hours exceptions under union contracts are explained in 
a publication of the Wage and Hour Division dealing with 
interpretation of Sections 7(b) (1) and 7(b) (2) of the Act. 


Contracts under Section 7(b)(1) may be agreements in 
which provision is made that no employee shall be worked 
more than 1,000 hours during any period of 26 consecutive 
weeks, Section 7(b) (2) requires employment “on an annual 
basis.” 


“It is apparent from the legislative history of Section 
7(b) (2) that by requiring the employee to be employed ‘on 
an annual basis’, Congress intended that the employee be 
guaranteed either a fixed annual wage or annual employ- 
ment,” the bulletin states. “It was brought to the attention 
of Congress that an employer might, for example, guarantee 
his employees $30 a week for 52 weeks, or a fixed annual 
wage of $1,560 regardless of the number of hours an em- 
ployee worked in any particular week.” 

Employees covered by the Act must be paid overtime at 
the rate of time and one-half for all hours worked in excess 
of 44 in any one workweek. By October 24, 1940, this “ceil- 
ing on hours” will have been lowered to 40 hours a week. 


Under collective bargaining agreements arrived at be- 
tween a bona fide union and the employer under Sections 


fod 


5746 INFORMATION LETTER 


7(b)(1) and 7(b)(2) employees may be worked up to 12 
hours a day and 56 hours a week without the payment of 
overtime if certain other provisions are met. Such employees, 
if the contract is under Section 7(b) (1) may not be worked 
more than 1,000 hours during a period of 26 consecutive 
weeks, If a contract is made under Section 7(b) (2), such 
employees must be employed “on an annual basis”, which is 
interpreted to mean that he must be guaranteed a fixed an- 
nual wage or continuous employment for a year, and he may 
not be worked more than 2,000 hours within a 12-month 
period. If an employee under this form of contract works in 
excess of 1,000 or 2,000 hours, as the case may be, the law 
is violated and penalties attached to a violation of the Act 
will accrue. 


Employment and Prices 


The following indexes of employment and prices are the 
latest now available from the Bureau of Labor Statistics. For 
employment and payrolls, and retail prices, the indexes are 
based on the average for 1923-25 as 100 per cent, while for 
wholesale prices 1926 is taken as 100 per cent. 

Employment 


Dee. Nov. Dee. 
1938 1938 1937 
All industries 00.5 “4.5 
Canning 86.0 108.3 91.8 


Feb. 18 Feb. 11 Feb. 4 Jan. 28 Feb. 19 

1939 «193919391989 

All commodities. . a . 76.6 76.6 76.6 76.7 70.4 
Alb 713 #711 71.0 71.2 78.3 


Retail Prices 


Jan. 17 Dee. 13 Nov. 15 Jan. 18 Jan. 15 
1938 1938 1938 1933 
All foods....... 78.6 77.8 80.3 62.6 
Fresh fruits and vegetables... .. 58.2 4.0 56.8 51.4 
Canned fruits and vegetables. . . ; 74.5 75.0 79.8 06.4 


Pennsylvania Inspection of Canning Products 


The Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture recently re- 
ported that “State inspection of fruits and vegetables for 
canning reached a new high in Pennsylvania during 1938. 
Nearly 200,000,000 pounds of canning crops were classified 
by State inspectors during the season, an increase of 16 per 
cent over 1937 and 43 per cent over 1936.” Tomatoes led in 
the number of inspections, followed by apples and corn. 
Other canning crops inspected included sour cherries, peas, 
lima beans, berries, plums, and grapes. 


Home Economics Division Field Trip 


Miss Ruth Atwater of the Association’s Home Economics 
Division will begin a field trip on February 27, which will 
include Philadelphia, New York, Boston, and one or two 
other New England cities. She is scheduled to give a radio 
broadcast in Philadelphia, and to speak to dietitians, Home 
Economics Women in Business, students of Drexel Institute, 
and various consumer organizations, Visits will also be made 
to high schools to obtain information relative to courses 
being given to train grocery clerks. 


Hearings on Private Motor Truck Regulations 


The Interstate Commerce Commission is holding a series 
of hearings in the matter of establishing reasonable require. 
ments to promote the safety of operation of motor vehicles 
used for transporting property by private carrier. The 
first hearing was held in Washington on February 20 and 
the second at New York on February 23. Other hearings are 
scheduled as follows: 


February 27—at the Hotel Sherman, Chleage, Til. 

March 2—at the Hotel Nicollet, Minneapolis, Minn. 

March 6—at the Hotel Spokane, Spokane, Wash. 

March 8—at the Hotel Multnomah, Portland, Ore. 

March 13—at the offices of the California Railroad Com- 
mission, Los Angeles, Calif. 

March 17—at the Hotel Fontenelle, Omaha, Nebr. 

March 20—at the Hotel Peabody, Memphis, Tenn. 


Changes in Section Officers 


Several changes have been made in the list of Section 
Officers for 1939 as published in the INronmation Letter 
for February 4. Mark Ewald, who was named chairman of 
the Apple and Apple Products Section, and John F. Fuhre- 
mann, who was named secretary of the Beet and Carrot 
Section, have advised President Graefe of their inability to 
serve in these positions. The death of F. O. Mitchell, who 
was named secretary of the Corn Section, created a vacancy 
in that office. 

President Graefe has accordingly made the following ap- 
pointments: Chairman, Apple and Apple Products Section, 
J. C. Richendrfer, Everson, Washington; Secretary, Beet and 
Carrot Section, D. J. Mcllree, Pulaski, Wisconsin; and Secre- 
tary, Corn Section, James T. Smith, Fawn Grove, Pennsy!- 
vania. 


MEAT SLAUGHTER FORECAST 


Bureau of Agricultural Economics Reports 1939 
Prospects for Cattle and Hogs 


A slight reduction in cattle slaughter but a sharp increase 
in hogs is in prospect for this year compared with last, it 
was reported February 20 by the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics. Although the total meat supply will be consid- 
erably larger than in 1938, consumer demand will be stronger 
this year than last and increased exports of pork and lard 
are expected. 


Steer slaughter is expected to be about the same as in 
1938, but fewer cows and heifers will go to market since 
“producers are tending to hold more than the usual number 
of breeding stock on farms for the purpose of increasing 
herds.” Just now there is a seasonal reduction in slaughter 
supplies of hogs, but “a rather marked seasonal increase in 
supplies is expected after March, as marketings of fall pigs 
get under way in large volume.” 

The Bureau looks for a more-than-seasonal increase in 
marketings of grain-fed cattle during the spring months to 
be followed by a reduction in marketings of all cattle. And 
though the total number of cattle slaughtered probably wil! 
be smaller than in 1938, “average weights are likely to be 
heavier because of the larger proportion of grain fed cattle 
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in the slaughter supply.” Hence total beef production is 
not expected to be much smaller this year than last. 

It was reported that hog slaughter probably will be con- 
siderably larger during the last half of the current market- 
ing year (the last half covering the period April to Septem- 
ber) than in the like period of 1938, “reflecting chiefly the 
18 per cent increase in the 1938 fall pig crop over that of 
1937.” Slaughter supplies of hogs in the full marketing 
year, ending September 30 next, are expected to be “at 
least 15 per cent larger” than in 1937-38. 

The Bureau added that “a large increase in the 1939 
spring pig crop is in prospect, and if feed crop production 
this year is near average, market supplies of hogs in the 
1939-40 marketing year will be materially larger than in 
the present year and may equal or exceed the 1929-33 aver- 
age. This would represent a recovery in hog production 
to the level prevailing before the 1934 drought.” 


Cattle producers are expected to continue to rebuild their 
herds, largely because of abundant supplies and low prices 
of feeds. Indications also point to the possibility of a further 
reduction in cattle slaughter after 1939. Nevertheless, in 
view of the prospective increase in hog slaughter, “the trend 
in total meat production may be upward during the next 
2 or 3 years,” it was stated. 

Exports of both pork and lard in the calendar year 1938 
was the largest since 1934, but were much smaller than in 
the years prior to 1934. Imports of pork were substantially 
smaller in 1938 than in 1937. The Bureau said “it is ex- 
pected there will be a further increase in exports of pork 
and lard during the present year in view of the larger 
hog slaughter in prospect and a somewhat broader foreign 
outlet for hog products resulting from the trade agreement 
recently concluded by the United States and Great Britain.” 


Stocks and Shipments of Canned Lima Beans 


Stocks of canned fresh lima beans in canners’ hands on 
February 1, 1939, totaled 796,448 actual cases, compared with 
319,748 cases on February 1, 1938, and 1,192,501 cases on 
November 1, 1938, according to figures compiled by the Asso- 
ciation’s Division of Statistics. Of the February 1, 1939, 
stocks, 165,642 cases were sold but not shipped, and 630,806 
cases were unsold. 

Shipments during the three months November, December 
and January, 1938-39, amounted to 396,053 cases, compared 
with shipments of 286,016 cases during the corresponding 
period last year. Shipments during the seven months, July 1 
\) February 1, 1938-39, totaled 1,077,342 cases, compared with 
!,198,964 cases shipped during the corresponding months a 
scar before. These figures are based on reports from all but 
!| lima bean canners, together with estimates for the 11 non- 
‘cporting firms, 

In the following table are shown stocks on February 1, 1939, 
‘) regions, and shipments during the three months November, 
| ccember, and January, 1938-39: 


East West Total 

“tocks, Feb, 1, 1930: Cases Cases Cases 
Sold 111,011 54,631 165,642 


Veterans Bureau Seeks Bids on Canned Foods 


The Procurement Division of the Veterans Administration 
is asking for bids, to be opened March 15, on 1,000 dozen 
No. 10 cans of beets, packed six to the case, for’ delivery f.o.b. 
Chicago. The Division is also seeking bids on 500 dozen 
14-ounce bottles of catsup, packed 24 to the case; 250 dozen 
No. 10 cans of lye hominy, packed 6 to the case; and 100 
dozen 1-gallon cans of dill pickles, packed 6 to the case, for 
delivery f.o.b. Perryville, Maryland. 

Copies of the invitation, including specifications and gen- 
eral conditions, can be obtained by communicating with the 
Procurement Division, Veterans Administration, Washington, 


Alaska Fishery Regulations for 1939 


The Department of Commerce has announced that revised 
regulations for protection of Alaska fisheries have been ap- 
proved. In promulgating the new regulations, the Bureau 
of Fisheries said few changes of major importance had been 
made and these were considered essential for proper con- 
servation of the fisheries of the Territory. 


Among the more important changes is delaying the opening 
date for commercial salmon fishing by 10 days in the Prince 
William Sound Area and in the Eastern, Clarence Strait, 
South Prince of Wales Island, and Southern Districts of the 
Southeastern Alaska Area. This restriction also applies to 
a part of the Summer Strait District. In certain regions 
where the runs of salmon are known to be diminished; the 
closing date for fishing will be from one to four days earlier 
than in 1938, and in part of the Karluk District a two-week 
closed period is imposed to protect a dangerously depleted 
pink salmon run. 

The Department has been importuned by certain fishing 
interests to abolish all fish traps in Alaska, while other fishing 
interests in the Territory have requested that new sites be 
opened or old ones exchanged. The trap regulations effective 
in 1938 will be continued until a thorough study can be made 
of the entire situation in the Alaska fisheries. As an impor- 
tant phase of this study, public hearings will be held after 
the close of fishing this year at centrally located places in the 
Territory and also in Seattle, Washington. 

Regulations have been relaxed to permit fall fishing in 
Valdez Arm, in the Prince William Sound Area, and to permit 
salmon fishing to begin three days earlier than in 1938 in the 
Resurrection Bay Area. A two-day extension to the salmon 
fishing season is provided in a section of the Eastern District, 
of the Southeastern Alaska Area, where the runs justify such 
action. 

Regulations for protection of razor clams in the Prince 
William Sound, Copper River, and Bering River Areas have 
been revised to permit a larger take of this species when 
digging operations are distributed widely over the bars and 
beds. 


Further protection is provided for crabs in the Prince 
William Sound and Copper River Areas when they are in the 
soft-shell stage and commercially of little value. A minimum 
size limit is placed on king or spider crabs in Cook Inlet, and 
the use of trawls is permitted in catching this species in 
certain coastal waters of western Alaska. 
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All commercial fishing for herring, except for bait pur- 
poses, is prohibited in the waters along the south coast of 
Baranof Island from Redfish Cape to Port Armstrong. In- 
vestigations, showing conclusively that the herring population 
in these waters is facing commercial extinction, have prompted 
this drastic action. 


The daily possession limit of trout in the Kenai Peninsula 
has been reduced from 20 pounds and 1 fish to 10 pounds 
and 1 fish. This added protection is required because the 
peninsula has been made very accessible by the construction 
of a new road. 


Officers of Tennessee-Kentucky Canners 


H. P. Payne of Dunlap, Tenn., was elected president of the 
Tennessee-Kentucky Canners Association at the meeting held 
February 13 and 14 at Knoxville. S. R. Clevenger of 
Dandridge, Tenn., was elected secretary. 


Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 


Carlot Shipments as + by the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics, Department of Agriculture 


Week ending— Season total to— 
Feb. 18, Feb. 18, Feb, 11, Feb, 18, Feb, 18, 
1938 1939 1939 1938 1939 


179 
404 
54 
302 
4,145 


34 
71 


4,484 
0 


1 
182 18,104 


“Fishery Industries of the United States, 1937” 


Report of a survey made in 1937 of the “Fishery Indus- 
tries of the United States” has been published with that title 
by the U. S. Bureau of Fisheries, dealing with commercial 
catch in 1936. The publication also reviews the Bureau's fish- 
ery technological, economic, and marketing activities during 
1936. It can be purchased from the Government Printing 
Office, Washington, D. C., for 25 cents. 


Cuba Regulates Prices of Condensed Milk 


The Cuban government on January 29, 1939, passed a de- 
cree regulating the maximum wholesale and retail prices of 
imported and condensed milk, according to the American 
commercial attache at Havana. 


The maximum wholesale price for cases of 48 tins (pre- 
sumably standard 14-ounce tins) in lots up to nine cases is 
fixed at from $4.30 to $5.30 per case and in lots of ten or 
more cases the price is fixed at from $4.20 to $5.25 per case. 
Maximum retail prices are fixed at 10, 11 and 12 cents per 
14-ounce tin, according to grade. 


1938 Canned Fruit Exports from Australia 


Exports of canned fruit from Australia during 1938, ac- 
cording to the American trade commissioner at Sydney, 
totaled 223,000 cases (24 30-ounce cans) of apricots, 950,000 
cases of peaches, and 522,000 cases of pears, compared with 
exports during 1937 of 130,000 cases of apricots, 787,000 
cases of peaches, and 744,000 cases of pears. 


French Food Regulations Apply to Algeria 


French pure food regulations, applying to fruits, vegetables, 
and canned foods, established by a decree of August 15, 1937, 
were made applicable to Algeria by a decree effective Decem- 
ber 2, according to the American commercial attache at 
Paris. 


These regulations prohibit, among other things, the use for 
the preparation or conservation of food of containers lined 
with enamels having a base of lead not completely vitrified; 
the presentation for sale or the sale under the name “canned 
tomatoes” or similar denominations, of products other than 
tomatoes, of tomatoes not of certain specified standards, or 
of tomatoes with salt added in excess of 5 per cent; the pres- 
entation for sale or sale, as fresh, of fruits or vegetables 
which have been subjected to wetting or steeping, or fruits 
and vegetables of which the average of the merchandise 
actually offered the buyer does not correspond in grade, form, 
color, aspect, and horticultural variety to the visible portion 
of the merchandise. 


Public Hearing on Pear Marketing Plan 


Public hearing on a marketing agreement program, pro- 
posed to regulate the handling in interstate commerce of fresh 
Beurre Hardy pears produced in California, will be held 
March 10 in the Civic Auditorium at San Jose, California. 
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